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SAN FRANCISCO, Jah. 15— A retired 
Federal Bureau of Investigation agent 
has accused the bureau's second-ranking 
execuOVb of perjui^ himself in sworn 
sutements he gave in a long-running law- 
suit against the bureau by the Socialist 
Workers Party. '• *..• 

the accxisa lions against James Adams 
v/ere made by M.r Wesley Swearingen. 
The retired agent takes strong exception 
to Mr. Adams's statement under oath 
that releasing the names of F.B.I., in- 
formants who have infiltrated the party 
over the years would Jeopardize the 
safety of the informants and the broader 
operations of the bureau. . . 

The Justice Department has forwarded 
the accusations to the United States At- 
torney in New York to study thei^ accura- 
cy. Through an F.B.J. spokesman, Mr. 
Adams said that to Che best of his knowl- 


edge an afhdavit be had hied in the case 
was accurate. 

Despite an order by Federal District 
Judge Thomas P. Griesa, the Justice De- 
partment has. refused, chiefly bn the 
basis of Mr.^ Adams's testimony to turn 
the names of 18 F.B.I. informants over to 
lawyers for the Socialist Workers Party. 

^ ’ ' Contempt Ruling Appe^ed - v •' \ 

Judge Grlesa has ordered Attorney 
General Griffin B. Bell held In contempt 
of court for sustaining the F.B.I.’s refus- 
al. The Government has appealed the i 
contempt citation,, and the United States 
Court of Appeals is expected to rule on the 
matter within a few days. 

One of the main points of contention is 
Mr. Adams's assertion that those who act 
as the F.B.I.'s informants are "assured" 
that their identity 'Vill not be revealed" 
and that the bureau's informant program 
"is built upon an explicit promise of coo- 
fldentiality in all cases." - . . 

Mr. Swearingen says that the concept 
of a pledge of confidentiality was "invent- 
ed" by the F.B.I. after the Socialist Work- 
ers Party filed suit and that, during bis 25 
years with the bureau, agents were in- 
structed CO moke certain that informants 
understood that they might well have to 
testify eventually in open court on the bu- 
reau's behalf. *S-,. 


Mr.’ Swearingen, who retired from the | 
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bureau In May 1977, sent his lengthy reJ 
marks to the Justice Department's inter-i 
nal watchdog agency, the Office of Pro- 
fessional ResponsibiUty, several months! 
ago. The document has reportedly been' 
referred to a second Justice Department 
agency and also to Robert B. Flske Jr7 
the United States Attorney for the South- 
ern District of New York, where the So- 
cialist Workers' suit is being heard. Mr. 
Fiske's office is defending the F.B.I. and 
presented Mr. Adams as a witness. 

Steps are being taken in both New York 
and Washington to establish the accuracy 


of Mr. Swearingen's charged And al- 
though one source said there was a possi- 
bility thaf .some criminal charge might 
result from the inquiry, others said such 
a charge was less than likely at this point. 

Mr. Adams has submitted a sworn af<j 
fidavit, given a deposition and testified in 
the Socialist Workers case. The thrust of 
all his statements has b een that th ei 
F.BJ. has an obligation to honor its 
pledge of confidentiality to the 18 inform- 
2 uits and that harm has come to inform- 
ants whose names became known to tte 
organizations they were assigned to infil- 
trate. 

Mr. Swearingen takes issue with most 
of Mr. Adams's testimony and. in a few 
cases, accuses the FJB.I. official of hav- 
ing misrepresented, deliberately or 
otherwise, the facts at his disposal. 

Asked about Mr. • Swearingen's 
charges, Mr. Adams said through an 
F.B.I. spokesman that the affidavit he 
subniitt^ had been "prepared by F.B.I. 
headquarters staff, based upon extensive 
research Including, a survey of all field 
divisions.'’ 

"It was prepared for my signature in 
1976, at which time I was in charge of all 
F.B.I. Investigative operations. To the 
best of my knowledge, the affidavit is ac- 
curate and I am unable to comment fur- 
ther because this matter involves pend- 
ing litigation." ... 

The spokesman, Homer Boynton, also 
said that Mr. Adauns, who is now the bu- 
reau's associate director, had asked the 
F.B.I.'s legal counsel to make certain 
that the Swearingen allegations were 
sent to Mr. Fiske because of their poten- 
tial impact on the Socialise Workers 
Partycase. 

One Adams assertion that Mr. Sweariiv- 
gen disputed was that informants' re- 
ports had proved over the years to be the 
primary source of the burrau's informa- 
tion about the party and its activities. Mr, 
Swearingen said the F.B.I. had for many 
years subjected the pai^s offices to 
various kinds of electronic surveillance, 
had opened and read its mail and repeat- 
edly broken into its offices without search 
warrants to hunt for information. 
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